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This summary presents the results of two separate polls, using the same questionnaire, conducted in April and May 2000 by Penn, Schoen and Berland Associates of Washington, DC.  

May 2000: 1,037 telephone interviews among homeowners in coastal and adjacent counties in eight southern states (Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Texas). The margin of error for the study is ( 3.1% at the 95% confidence level.   A total of 150 interviews was conducted in all states except Alabama and Mississippi, where only 50 interviews each were conducted.  

April 2000: 250 telephone interviews among homeowners in coastal counties in six northern states (Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York and Rhode Island). The margin of error for the study is ( 6.2% at the 95% confidence level.   The study was stratified by household population (by county).



The major conclusions of the study are as follows:

Homeowners in the South� are much more concerned about hurricanes than homeowners in the North, but the level of perceived risk of hurricanes in both areas is low given the actual threat: homeowners in the North perceive the risk to be minor and homeowners in the South perceive the risk to be moderate.

There is a disconnect between perceived level of preparedness and actual level of preparedness: Homeowners in Northern and Southern coastal communities think they are well-prepared for a hurricane but are not well-prepared.

There is a disconnect between perceived level of knowledge and actual level of knowledge: Homeowners in Northern and Southern coastal communities think they are well-informed about hurricanes but lack a thorough knowledge of hurricanes.

There is a perception among a significant percentage of homeowners in both the South and the North that it is too expensive take preventive actions to reduce the impact of a hurricane on their homes, but this belief is due in large part to a lack of awareness of how much these preventive measures cost.  When informed of the cost, half or more of homeowners in the South and North say they are likely to spend the money.

Homeowners in the South are more likely to get personally involved in hurricane prevention that homeowners in the North.





�1.	Homeowners in the South are much more concerned about hurricanes than homeowners in the North, but the level of perceived risk of hurricanes in both areas is low given the actual threat: homeowners in the North perceive the risk to be minor and homeowners in the South perceive the risk to be moderate.

Although the level of concern about a hurricane striking their community is twice as high in the South (78%) compared to the North (35%), only one-third (35%) of homeowners in the South and 9% of homeowners in the North are VERY concerned.

Although 81% of homeowners in the South and 50% of homeowners in the North say that it is likely their community will be impacted by a hurricane in the next 5 years, only one-third (35%) of homeowners in the South and 16% of homeowners in the North say that it is VERY likely.

Although 79% of homeowners in the South and 46% of homeowners in the North say their community is at risk for a hurricane, only 29% of homeowners in the South and 5% of homeowners in the North say that their community is at GREAT risk, as compared to SOME risk (50% in the South, 41% in the North).



Polling results suggest that residents underestimate the very real danger a SEVERE hurricane would pose to their communities, especially in Northern coastal communities and certain Southern states.   In the South, for example, the level of concern about hurricanes, views on how likely their communities will be impacted and perceived risk differ by state:  homeowners in Louisiana, North Carolina and South Carolina express a higher level of concern and a higher perceived risk that homeowners in Florida, Georgia and Texas.



Differences by State �FL�GA�LA�NC�SC�TX��Very Concerned�24%�34%�35%�49%�41%�24%��Very Likely Impacted�20%�28%�41%�54%�43%�28%��Great Risk�17%�20%�35%�45%�29%�21%��

Polling results also suggest that it is particularly critical to educate homeowners who have not experienced a hurricane or had a hurricane damage their home about how important it is to prepare for a hurricane.  It is not by coincidence that homeowners in the three Southern states who expressed the most concern and highest perceived risk have had the most direct experience with hurricanes.



Differences by State �FL�GA�LA�NC�SC�TX��Experienced hurricane�68%�59%�81%�90%�75%�73%��Hurricane damaged home�22%�17%�41%�66%�55%�32%��

The challenge is particularly acute in Northern coastal communities, where only 19% of homeowners say that a hurricane has ever damaged their home.  In the North, 27% of homeowners said that the thing that would motivate them the most to take preventive actions was if “a hurricane hit.”  It is important to communicate the need for actions based on actual risk, not on perceived risk or actual previous experience.

�2.	There is a disconnect between perceived level of preparedness and actual level of preparedness: Homeowners in Northern and Southern coastal communities think they are well-prepared for a hurricane but are not well-prepared



81% of homeowners in the South and 66% of homeowners in the North say they are well-prepared to deal with a hurricane but the results indicate a lack of preparedness:

58%  of homeowners in the South and 76% of homeowners in the North have taken NO actions to protect their homes from the impact of a hurricane.

64%  of homeowners in the South and 77% of homeowners in the North have not purchased flood insurance.

57%  of homeowners in the South and 77% of homeowners in the North have not prepared a disaster supplies kit to use in the event of a hurricane.



Although homeowners in both the South and North are cognizant of the need to seriously consider evacuating during a Hurricane Warning and are prepared to heed the advice of officials, homeowners  are not prepared for a hurricane evacuation:

36%  of homeowners in the South and 77% of homeowners in the North have not prepared a hurricane evacuation plan.�

34% of homeowners in the South and 60% of homeowners in the North have no predetermined location to evacuate to.

35%  of homeowners in the South and 61% of homeowners in the North do not have an alternative location to evacuate to in the event their first choice is not available.

63%  of homeowners in the South and 87% of homeowners in the North do not keep a map with directions about the location they plan to evacuate to in a handy and secure place.

49%  of homeowners in the South and 67% of homeowners in the North do not keep telephone numbers for the location they plan to evacuate to in n handy and secure place





�3.	There is a disconnect between perceived level of knowledge and actual level of knowledge: Homeowners in Northern and Southern coastal communities think they are well-informed about hurricanes but lack a thorough knowledge of hurricanes.



95% of homeowners in the South and 79% of homeowners in the North say they are well-informed about hurricanes but the results indicate a lack of knowledge:

Only 14%  of homeowners in the South and 12% of homeowners in the North say that flooding is the greatest danger posed by hurricanes, even though flooding poses great dangers and causes the most problems in certain markets.  Homeowners in the South (65%) and North (72%) overwhelmingly say that High Winds is the greatest danger.

Although large majorities of homeowners in the South (87%) and North (83%) know that a Hurricane Watch means a hurricane is possible and a Hurricane Warning means a hurricane is expected, less than 5% of homeowners in the South and North could identify the differences in timeframe (36 hours for a Watch and 24 hours for a Warning).

47%  of homeowners in the South and 51% of homeowners in the North are unaware that homeowner’s insurance does not cover flood damage.

74%  of homeowners in the South and 85% of homeowners in the North are unaware of the 1993 rules change affecting coverage of flood insurance claims (must purchase insurance 5 days prior to a claim as opposed to 30 days).

Less than 30%  of homeowners in both the South and North can identify more than one specific action people can take to protect their homes against hurricane damage (36% of homeowners in the South cited the purchase of precut outdoor plywood boards for windows).

60%  of homeowners in the South and 72% of homeowners in North  the do not know their home’s elevation above sea level.

51%  of homeowners in the South and 60% of homeowners in the North are not familiar with what a storm surge is.







�4.	There is a perception among a significant percentage of homeowners in both the South and the North that it is too expensive take preventive actions to reduce the impact of a hurricane on their homes, but this belief is due in large part to a lack of awareness of how much these preventive measures cost.  When informed of the cost, half or more of homeowners in the South and North say they are likely to spend the money.

43% of homeowners in the South and 44% of homeowners in the North say that taking preventative actions to reduce the impact of a hurricane on their home is too expensive.

When asked how much they would be willing to spend to reduce the impact of a hurricane on their homes, 49% of homeowners in the South and 34% of homeowners in the North said they did not know, revealing a lack of awareness of the costs of preventive action.

When informed that spending between $2,000 and $3,000 on improvements to their home would significantly reduce the risk of hurricane damage, 56% of homeowners in the South and 50% of homeowners in the North said they would be likely to make those improvements.





5.	Homeowners in the South are more likely to get personally involved in hurricane prevention that homeowners in the North.



Approximately one-half of homeowners in the South and approximately one-third of homeowners in the North express an interest in getting personally involved in hurricane prevention. 

49% of homeowners in the South and 30% of homeowners in the North said they would be likely to support a group or an organization if they tried to get them involved in activities to reduce the impact of hurricanes in their community.

45% of homeowners in the South and 34% of homeowners in the North said they would be likely to volunteer their time or organize co-workers to make sure their place of work was safer from hurricanes.
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This summary presents the results of two separate polls, using the same questionnaire (with only minor variations), conducted in April and May 2000 by Penn, Schoen and Berland Associates of Washington, DC.  

May 2000: 1,037 telephone interviews among homeowners in coastal and adjacent counties in eight southern states (Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Texas). The margin of error for the study is ( 3.1% at the 95% confidence level.   A total of 150 interviews was conducted in all states except Alabama and Mississippi, where only 50 interviews each were conducted.  

April 2000: 250 telephone interviews among homeowners in coastal counties in six northern states (Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York and Rhode Island). The margin of error for the study is ( 6.2% at the 95% confidence level.   The study was stratified by household population (by county).
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I. 	Hurricane Preparedness



How well prepared are you for a hurricane? �South�North��Very well-prepared�27�20��Somewhat well-prepared�54�44��Not very well-prepared�10�15��Not at all prepared�7�21��Don’t know/no answer�2�0��

Have you made any improvements to your home or taken any other actions to protect it against possible hurricane damage and, if so, what have you done? �South�North��No, none�58�76��Install hurricane shutters on exposed windows and glass�9�4��Purchase precut outdoor plywood boards for each window�8�2��Cut loose/hanging/diseased limbs from tree�6�6��Strengthen roof�4�1��Bring loose items/inside/tie down loose items�3�1��Install anchors for plywood /pre-drill holes�2�1��

Have you put together a disaster supplies kit to use in the event of a hurricane? �South�North��Yes�43�20��No�57�77��Don’t know�0�3��

What do you have in the kit? 

(among those who have a kit) �South�North��Non-perishable/canned food�61�36��Bottled water�59�52��Batteries�54�30��First-aid kit�51�46��Flashlights and bulbs�44�42��Battery powered Radio/TV�24�22��Canned juices/instant coffee or tea�19�18��Matches or lighter�14�16��Supply of prescription medication�11�10��Fuel�11�2��Aspirins and other analgesics�8�10��Camping stove�8�4��Toilet paper/other toiletries�5�8��Manual can opener�4�6��Protective clothing�3�14��

Do you have a predetermined location to evacuate to in the event of a hurricane?�South�North��Yes�66�40��No�28�45��Don’t Know / No Answer�6�15��

Do you have an alternative location to evacuate to in case your first choice is not available?�South�North��Yes�65�39��No�31�56��Don’t know�4�5��

Do keep a map with directions about the location you evacuate to in handy, secure place?�South�North��Yes�37�13��No�61�86��Don’t know�2�1��

Do keep telephone numbers for the location you evacuate to in handy, secure place?�South�North��Yes�51�33��No�48�66��Don’t know�1�1��

Have you stocked up non-perishable food or bottled water for an emergency?�South�North��Yes, food�10�16��Yes, bottled water�4�10��Yes, both�57�34��No, neither�29�38��

�II. 	Level of Concern and Perception of Risk





How concerned are you about a hurricane striking your community?�South�North��Very concerned�35�9��Somewhat concerned�43�26��Not very concerned�15�34��Not at all concerned�5�30��Don’t Know / No Answer�2�1��

How likely is it that your community will be impacted by a hurricane in the next 5 years?�South�North��Very likely�35�16��Somewhat likely�46�34��Not very likely�11�32��Not at all likely�2�17��Don’t Know / No Answer�6�1��

How much will  taking preventative actions against a hurricane will reduce its impact?�South�North��Great deal�46�33��Some�40�44��Little�6�11��Not at all�3�9��Don’t Know / No Answer�5�1��

Do you believe that the greatest danger posed by hurricanes is . . .?�South�North��High winds�65�72��Storm surge�13�8��Possible flooding�14�12��Other�8�2��Don’t Know / No Answer�1�2��





Would you say that your community is at . . . risk for a hurricane?�South�North��Great risk�29�5��Some risk�50�41��Little risk�15�38��No risk�3�15��Don’t Know / No Answer�3�2���

The risk of a hurricane is so low that it doesn’t make sense to spend money on improvements to your home to prevent hurricane damage.�South�North��Strongly agree�16�27��Somewhat agree�23�30��Somewhat disagree�18�21��Strongly disagree�37�19��Don’t Know / No Answer�6�3��







III. 	Hurricane Knowledge  





a.	General Knowledge



How well-informed are you about hurricanes?�South�North��Very well-informed�58�35��Somewhat well-informed�37�44��Not very well-informed�4�13��Not at all well-informed�1�8��Don’t Know / No Answer�0�0��

Do you live in a hurricane impact or danger zone?�South�North��Yes�62�17��No�30�80��Don’t know�8�3��

Do you know what elevation your property is above sea level?�South�North��Yes�34�24��No�60�72��Don’t know�6�4��



Are you familiar with the term storm surge and, if so, what does it refer to?�South�North��No�27�53��Yes, abnormal dome-like rise in the ocean associated with hurricanes�49�40��Yes, other�24�7��

�

What items that you would normally buy from a hardware store do you think are needed to prepare and protect your home from a hurricane?�South�North��Batteries�50�13��Screws and nails�39�18��Flashlights�39�10��Exterior grade plywood to cover windows�29�48��Duct tape�22�22��Basic tools such as hammer, screwdrivers, saw, shovel �21�25��Plastic sheeting and tarps�6�5��



Excluding items you would need from a hardware store to protect your home from possible damage, what items should people stock up on or store to prepare for a hurricane?�South�North��Bottled water�84�65��Non-perishable/canned food�81�58��Flashlights and bulbs�46�26��Canned juices/instant coffee or tea�17�16��Fuel�17�7��First-aid kit�15�10��Matches or lighter�12�6��Camping stove�7�5��Toilet paper/other toiletries�4�5��Children’s medicines�4�2��Protective clothing�4�5��Batteries�*�32��



Are you aware of any organizations that you could contact to get more information about hurricane preparedness and, if so, what are they?�South�North��Media�17�65��American Red Cross�10�12��National Weather Service�10�9��FEMA (Federal Emergency Management  Agency)�8�7��Local government�8�5��Local community organizations�8�3��NOAA (National Oceanic Administration and Atmosphere)�6�2��Emergency management information�3�2��Fire chief�*�2��

�

What specific actions can people take to protect their homes against hurricane damage?�South�North��Purchase precut outdoor plywood boards for each window�36�14��Install hurricane shutters on exposed windows and glass�28�29��Bring loose items/inside/tie down loose items�20�9��Cut loose/hanging/diseased limbs from tree�9�7��Install anchors for plywood /pre-drill holes�4�6��Strengthen roof�4�4��Buy reinforcing bolt kits for doors�4�4��Elevate home to protect against flooding�3�4��





b.	Bottled Water (South only)



What is the major reason that officials recommend that people have bottled water on hand to prepare for a hurricane?�South�North��Danger of contaminated water�77���Water pipes could break�7���Other�12���Don’t Know / No answer�4���

What quantity of bottled water should a person set aside to prepare for a hurricane for each person in the household?�South�North��Less than 1 gallon�3���1 gallon (correct answer)�17���More than 1 gallon�60���Don’t Know / No answer�20���

What quantity of bottled water do you have set aside to prepare for a hurricane for each person in the household?�South�North��Less than 1 gallon�9���1 gallon (correct answer)�59���More than 1 gallon�27���Don’t Know / No answer�5���



�c.	Floods





As far as you know, does homeowners’ or renters’ insurance cover flood damage?�South�North��Yes�37�39��No (correct answer)�53�49��Don’t Know / No answer�10�12��

Have you purchased flood insurance for your home?�South�North��Yes�32�23��No �64�72��Don’t Know / No answer�4�5��

How far in advance of a hurricane must you purchase flood insurance for it to cover any damages from a hurricane�South�North��0-5 days�2�4��6-10 days�3�3��11-29 days�1�1��30 days�12�6��31+ days�18�13��Don’t Know �34�73��

Were you aware that that in 1993 the rules were changed so that instead of being able to purchase flood insurance 5 days prior to a claim, you had to purchase it 30 days in advance of a claim?�South�North��Yes�26�15��No�70�78��Don’t know�4�7��

































d.	Hurricane Watch





Do you know the difference between a hurricane watch and hurricane warning and, if so, what are the differences?�South�North��No�10�14��Yes, Watch means a hurricane is possible and Warning means a hurricane is expected (no timeframe indicated)�77�76��Yes, Watch means a hurricane is possible and Warning means a hurricane is expected (incorrect timeframe indicated)�10�7��Yes, Watch means a hurricane is possible within 36 hours and Warning means a hurricane is expected within 24 hours – CORRECT ANSWER�5�3��

Please tell me what actions a person should take when they are advised of a hurricane WATCH in their area.�South�North��Check emergency supplies: batteries, canned food, drinking water, medication�36�22��Listen to battery operated radio or television for hurricane progress reports�22�12��Board up windows/cover with plywood�20�16��Listen to NOAA Weather Radio for up-to-date information�15�22��Store drinking water in clean bathtubs/jugs/bottles�15�9��Secure loose objects/things could be blown away�14�10��Review evacuation plan/prepare to evacuate�13�4��Make sure gas tank in car is full�11�4��Implement hurricane plan�5�3��Prepare safe room in case you don’t evacuate�5�8��Put storm shutters in place�4�2��Inventory property�4�4��Sterilize bathtub, jug bottle, utensils�3�*��Consider evacuating to avoid congested roads�3�*��















�

What organizations are you aware of that provide up-to-date information about a hurricane watch?�South�North��Media�51�29��National Weather Service�26�35��American Red Cross�7�7��NOAA (National Oceanic Administration and Atmosphere)�5�11��FEMA (Federal Emergency Management  Agency)�5�3��Local government�5�5��Local community organizations�4�5��

Which media or other source would you recommend a person consult and monitor for information about a hurricane watch?�South�North��Local radio�55�47��Weather Channel�35�49��Internet�8�5��NOAA radio�7�7��Any number / hotline / 911�3�*��TV (general mention)�2�5��

�e.	Hurricane Warning





Please tell me what actions a person should take when they are advised of a hurricane WARNING in their area.�South�North��Evacuate immediately�20�10��Listen constantly to battery operated radio or TV for official instructions�14�23��Listen to advice of local officials and leave when they say to�13�7��Complete preparation activities�12�10��Store valuables and personal papers in waterproof container on highest level of home�8�3��If in mobile home, check tie-downs and evacuate immediately�5�3��If not advised to evacuate, stay indoors away from windows�4�8��

What organizations are you aware of that provide up-to-date information about a hurricane warning?�South�North��Media�49�31��National Weather Service�37�31��NOAA (National Oceanic Administration and Atmosphere)�8�9��American Red Cross�8�9��Local government�5�4��Local community organizations�4�3��FEMA (Federal Emergency Management  Agency)�3�2��Emergency management information�3�3��

Which media or other source would you recommend a person consult and monitor for information about a hurricane warning?�South�North��Local radio�55�39��Weather Channel�36�46��NOAA radio�7�9��Internet�6�6��





�e.	Evacuation





If you were forced to evacuate your home because of a hurricane, what actions would you take immediately before you evacuated?�South�North��Secure home by unplugging appliances and turning off electricity and the main water valve�26�34��Turn off gas and electricity�24�30��Lock home�19�27��Leave immediately�17�11��Call friends/relative staying with�5�6��Check evacuation routes to determine if passable�3�6��Call shelter to make sure it is open�2�1��

When evacuating, what are the most important dangers people should be aware of?    �South�North��Drive carefully�34�25��Stay away from flood waters�16�19��Be aware that the calm eye of storm is deceptive�6�13��Be alert for tornadoes�4�*��Watch for downed power lines�4�4��

If forced to evacuate, what essentials must you take with you?�South�North��Clothing�54�45��Emergency food supplies�37�27��Bottle water�34�24��Cash�27�34��Personal identification�26�34��Sleeping bags and blankets�19�21��First Aid kit�13�16��

If you stay at home during a hurricane, what measures should you take to protect yourself and your property?�South�North��Stay inside away from windows, skylights and glass doors�41�51��Keep extra supply of flashlights and batteries�14�17��Listen constantly to battery operated radio and TV for instructions�9�11��Place furniture on blocks�4�5��Turn off major appliances if power is lost�3�8��Do not venture out until authorities say it is safe�3�5��Be aware of risk of tornadoes�3�5��Board/cover windows�3�8��IV.	 Post Hurricane



Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree that a person should NOT return home until advised to do so by the authorities.�South�North��Strongly agree�78�78��Somewhat agree�13�14��Somewhat disagree�3�2��Strongly disagree�4�2��Don’t know/no answer�2�4��

When entering their homes after a hurricane, what actions should a person take in inspecting their home for damage?�South�North��Structural damage�39�32��Broken sewer or water mains�14�5��Gas leaks�13�12��Document damage for insurance agent�6�10��

If a person’s home is dark after a hurricane, what safety precautions must they take in inspecting their home?  �South�North��Use flashlight�51�44��Do NOT use candles�4�3��Do NOT use kerosene lanterns�2�3��

�V. 	Taking Action Against Hurricanes





What reasons might you have for NOT taking steps to reduce the impact of hurricanes on your home?�South�North��None�31�11��Don’t get hurricanes/no need because threat is low�19�53��Can’t prepare/nothing you can do�10�3��Cost/can’t afford it�9�11��Need more information�5�2��Don’t have the time�2�3��

What would motivate you to take preventative actions or make improvements to your home to reduce the impact of a hurricane?�South�North��If one hit�21�27��Warning of a hurricane�12�22��I’ve already taken steps�10�2��Nothing – we don’t get them�5�7��Danger to my home�4�4��Danger to my family�2�5��If provided incentives�2�2��

Taking preventative actions to reduce the impact of a hurricane on your home is too expensive.�South�North��Strongly agree�19�18��Somewhat agree�24�26��Somewhat disagree�22�27��Strongly disagree�26�17��Don’t know/no answer�7�12��

How much would you be willing to spend to make your home better protected against a hurricane?�South�North��Zero�15�18��$500 or less�11�15��$501-$1000�6�8��$1000-$5000�11�16��$5000-$10000�3�4��More than $10,000�5�5��Don’t know/no answer�49�34��

�

Assuming it cost between $2,000 and $3,000 to make improvements to your home that would significantly reduce the risk of hurricane damage, how likely would you be to spend that much?�South�North��Very likely�25�26��Somewhat likely�31�24��Not very likely�20�25��Not at all likely�21�24��Don’t know/no answer�3�1��

Please tell me what incentives would make you more likely to make improvements to your home to protect against hurricane damage.�South�North��Lower insurance rates�12�21��Cost sharing/money provided to defray costs�5�5��Lower property taxes�2�11��

How likely would you be to support a group or an organization if they tried to get you involved in activities to reduce the impact of hurricane in your community?�South�North��Very likely�17�7��Somewhat likely�32�23��Not very likely�25�31��Not at all likely�21�38��Don’t know/no answer�5�2��

How likely would you be volunteer your time or organize your co-workers to make where you work safer from the impact of hurricanes?�South�North��Very likely�23�13��Somewhat likely�22�21��Not very likely�14�21��Not at all likely�20�37��Don’t know/no answer�11�8��

I am going to read a list of 5 groups. Please tell me which you would be most likely to support if they tried to get you involved.�South�North��Local community organizations�29�25��Your local schools�21�21��Your immediate neighbors�18�25��Company you work for�14�13��Your local government�13�8��Don’t know�5�8��VI. 	Personal Experience With Hurricanes





Have you ever personally experienced a hurricane watch or a hurricane warning?�South�North��Yes, hurricane watch�5�20��Yes, hurricane warning�2�9��Yes, both�83�49��No, neither�9�20��

Have you ever been evacuated because of a hurricane?�South�North��Yes�42�11��No�58�89��Don’t know�0�0��

Have you ever been told to evacuate but chose not to?�South�North��Yes�18�4��No�82�96��Don’t know�0�0��

Imagine that you evacuated once and a hurricane did not hit your community.  Which of the following statements comes closest to your view about whether you would evacuate the NEXT time officials told you to.�South�North��I would immediately evacuate regardless of whether I had in the past and a hurricane did not happen.�52�41��I would evacuate again but I would wait a short amount of time first to make sure the threat of a hurricane was real.�36�51��I would not evacuate.�10�6��Don’t know�2�2��

�

Have you ever personally experienced an actual hurricane?�South�North��Yes�76�71��No�24�29��Don’t know�0�0��

Has a hurricane ever damaged your home?�South�North��Yes�43�19��No�57�81��Don’t know�0�0��

Do you have an evacuation plan in the event of a hurricane?�South�North��Yes�63�23��No�36�77��Don’t know�1�0��





� In the discussion below, the term “South” refers to the aggregate results of surveys completed in the 8 Southern states and the term “North” refers to the aggregate results of surveys completed in the 6 Northern states.

� The percentage of “don’t knows” were added to “nos” for the following points.
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